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1. The following deals not with peovle in particularly bad condition (seen from
the Soviet Zone viewpoint); to the contrary, they telong to the "possessing"” {
who still own some private property - moreover, tkey have the bad reputation
of formerly having been "capitalists™, “exploiters" and"profiteers" of their

\ employees .

2. The owrers of the property to be discussed here are a warried couple: husband,
68 - wife, 66. To be correct there are two broperties, the one in the city
of Neubrandenburg and the other in the country. The former doer not yield
ary profits but carries the burden of taxation. ii wes the mai.n source of
the couple's income watil 1945. It was valued at 52 thousspd marks and con-
sisted of (a) home and storage buildings and {v) a somewhat larger building
for a well-gquipped cabine+maksr ‘s shop. Part of the furniture soid was
manufactured in the shop. A motor truck business so called "licensed goods
transportation” was attached. It operated a three-ton truck and two
trailers which were lost withcut compeneation to the "Wehrmacht" and also a
nev "Wanderer"” passenger car. All of the buildiangs burned dowr to the
ground. The complete loss ircluded valusble home fturnishings.

3. The property on vhich the couple is living now was originally only a week-end \
lot, which, nowever, on accomnt of a well-xept lske with good fishing and
also some hunting, did not require any expenses. To the contrary, it -
brought some profit from the sale of f£ish and lobster. This peoperty called
Hartwigsdorf am Kreuzsee was valuved at three thousand marks. After the
rroperty in tbe city had been ost, the couple naturally tried to use their ‘
country property for both a dome and a source of income. !

L. fTiere is one morgen (0.63 mcre) umder cultivation and also an area not
undesr cultivation; like roads and a yard. The house has & reed roof and no
basement. It contains a three square yard porch, one heated bedioom, one
unheated roocm, kitchen and toolrcom. There is no bath, no toilet, no
electricity, no gas, no sewage aisposrl. The toilet is in the stable
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enciosed by walls. When the aulhoriiies condneted a hygienic checkup, they
commented favarably bezinze Zh had a 133,

} £. Tke stablz is opposite the .Lvmb quarters and has room for two large
animals {norse or eattle), ich houever are not kert at the time being.
They have now two goats, f-*.-'P vigs, 2% chickens and two geese. The stabdle
has a paritizsl cne~third bazeowe ’1‘1;% Tuilding i3
not exist in 1945 bait was finunced imredis r°lj thareaftar from the sale of !
a diamord.

6. Like elsewhere, consideranle looting by Soviet scliiers took place but they

¢ mot find buried valuables like Jewslry, silver and furs.

7. There are Lhe followiig dogs: one watrhdog and three cocker spaniels {one of
them mele). ALl dogs are very alert. Up ic a year ego the cocker spaniels
were Lred. However, this was discontinued pertliy because the breeding psir
beram: too cld and partly because of the changs of ~onditions

8. ©Nourishing medicines for puppies are lacking and so is a market for gocd :
dogs. They are no more allowed to be exported irom the Soviet Zone. In- :
side the zonc there is no demand because of lack of money and dbeesuse hunt-
ing is prohibited by the authoritiss. Fc¢aerly, feeding for a threz-mouth ‘
old dog amounted to 50 marks ai tne ucst and it solé for 500 merks, conce- i
3_ently a breeding pair could bring as much as 1500 marks a year. Today 1
(December l95g7 costs are higher than income because the ceiling is 50 marks
according to the motto "pDog is dog". The village curs can easily meet the ;
demands of the entire zone. More likely than not anyone wanting a dqog can i
get him for free. !

9. The reasons for the continued keeping of tbhe cockers are not only humane.
but also the alertness of these dogs. The farm is very lonegome; the next i
village 1s over one kilometer awsy. Regishtration of dog breeding has,
therefore, not been cancelled. For this reason four doge cost as mwch in
taxes as one beceuse of the taxation laws.

JO. Eight years agc an orchard was si-rted wiih approximately 100 treses yielding {
now a relatively good and valueble crop, but the famous "Dog ls dog" translated
\ ipto "Fruat is fruit" prevents a fair veturn. There is a ceiling price on
fruit which must not be overstepned in any case; ns a result the most trey
can get 1is 35 marks for 100 pounds. The state-owned stores sell much highsr.
The shate ic the only one whe may profiteer.

11. As mentioned befcre the lake brcw:nt considerable income until 1945. I% had
an abundance of lobsters which wera in good demand and paid for as & lwxury
30 piz2nnigs a plece. Ip additicr. the followlng kind of fish were found:
pike, tench and carp.

12. The lake was well-kept; it hae o good hard rocky bottom, good water and good
vegetation. In 1941 and 1942, cr= and two year old tencheas were put im,
also carp and one thousand trout. If this is done every four or five
years, uniform yield can be expeszted (carp need not be put in this frequently).
But in 1945 and 1946, the Soviets by means of bombs, bazookas and cluater
charges, made an end to the fishss in the lake, ineluding the young ones and
the lobsters. To bring the lake back to production it would be necessary to
(a) stop fishing entirely for some time, and (b) put in new fish agein and
let the lake get enough time to get well. Eowever, means to buy young fish
are lacking, the bucks, bags and large nets have been stclen and replasements
of these tools I8 irpessible and besides i1t would not msake senre Lo catch a
young fish if there were any.

-

13 . Disregarding the actusl condition of the lake (counting on the size of the
lake only) the owners must deliver 10 cwt of f£ish per year for which 20 °
pfennigs a pound is paid; 20 marks for a hundredweight. If the obligation
is not fulfilled, expropristion is threatened, not of the momentarily
worthless lake ‘but cf the whole vropesty. 0Of course, the owners tried to
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point out So the autherities the conditicn the lake is in, bt were ts1a :
\ : "enmbs i the iake” sms a ldie. TR cucer becauss of lack of tools cannou 5
; ' d¢ #ishin himself, if there was anything to be Tished out of the lake , but i
he cen let somebody elsc do the fishing for & wage which would be higher !
than the yield. Cozsequentiy, the only thing he can do is to buy the
fishes at 3G marks ver cwt ard sell then for 20 marks. The master fisher )
kas refused to do the fishing for 30C marks wage because of the lake's ]
rocky bottom which would tear up his lerge wet valued ut four thousand
marks. Regarding deliveries of fishes to the state stores, the same motto
"Dsg iz dog" or "Fruit is fruit" appears as "Fisk is Tish", except Zfor the
fact that the state stores know lwoury fisk when selling them at a rrice of
8ix to ten marks a kiio (two pounds) for which they pay a maximum cf ho
pfennigs per kilo.
k. To the tcpiz of putting in young fish , this might be added: One iundredweight
of ope-~year 0ld teanch it priced at 110 marks ; twe-year old ones are corres-
pondingly higher. Transportation is 10% of the price on the average, but
only the higher priced luxury fishes are actually available. BEven if one
assumes that conditions will be better after five or six years, it would
still be impossible to restcre the lake with fish because nobody in the
Soviet Zone can afford to tie dowm money without interest for five or six
years. Of course, the age of the cwners has also something to do with this.
They will probably be unable to do the hard work five or six years ifrom now
and will have to go to a home for the aged.
ig. The following figures for expenses nsnd income are of the last year (1951)
(first column) (second columm, green in German original is West Germany).
They are, therefore, partially incomplete for th. year 1952 but prices have
remained uuckenged. 7They should, therefore, represent a true picture of
this year provided no losses from diseases of the animals occur.
nges East West
(In marks)
Yearly proparty Laxes 100 100
Yeariy tazes - doge 50 56 !
Feed to te bought: a) 80 ewt potatces (black market
6 per cwt) 180 240
{ t) 30 awt hay(Open market - & per ewt) 120 120
’ ¢) Reat frcm meadow - mowing, handling and transporta- 10 10
tion of hay, vehicle to be rented 35 35
d) Chicken feed {black market 3% cwt at 20 each) 160 Lo
Pig feed (85 cwt at 20 each) 1700 koo
Purchase of seven farrows - 40 marks each 350 75
Repair material: nails, wire, boards, window glass
(mestly through black market) 500 100
Keroseuwe for lamps - home and stable 2ko 100
Expens:s for sosp, waching pewder, groceries {breed
and noodles are no more rationed) 1hs0 1450
Loss from delivery of fisnes 100 -
Expenses for apparel - the most vital necessities can
be taken care of by the wife through mending
and fixing garments given to them mostly from the US -~ - .
Expense for underwear - two pairs of socks for the man 15 !
2 pairs of stockings for the women 8 6
Expense for shoes - one pair for the man - Iselite ersatz 8o 4o
No shoes bought for the wife, hers come also from the US leather
Expense for the Neubrandenburg property j(property is un-
€alsbls - no buyer with money for recomstiuction is
found yet - practically no one would take for free)
Property tax ‘ T2 -
Liability and street cleaning g2 -
Interest on mortgage 100 -
TOPAL 5,682 3,870
25X1
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East NWest
rposite iz income s 1ollows
. Cano e .D1s ity vremive {for imstance for o 70 disatled men) ) Loat.
i gales: G pizs at €00 marks each after trausportaticn 3500 1500
Fish 200 1000
Fruit (delivered to srate Jooss) 140 TO0
Fruit {private sales) 150
Private sale of one gold srd diamond ring 1200 -
GROSS INCOME [T 350
EXPENSES 56562
Consequently, i almost looks like a pxofit of 528

16. Under normal conditions the hard work done by these two 0ld pecple would s+ven
today bring its just reward. The property would be profiteble since tus
animals fed with normally priced feed provide good profits. Or course, tbe
orchard waz also started with gaiuns from the sale of high quality fruit in
mind. The same could have been =2xpected from the sale of lobsters and fishes
from e well-kept lake. If this property were located in Western Germany all
of the factors reducing its velue would disappear. The hard work done is
also very inccnvenlent in another respect. The next towns where business
can be transacted are 10 and 12 kilometers from the property and unforturate-
ly cen be vigited only by bicycle. Other occasionel trausportation heing o
lucky exception.

17. Thecretically speaking, the couple ought to give up this iremendously hard
work without profit but there is no way for them to do so because they sim-
ply would not know where to go and disregarding the fact that they would nct
get a permit to live in any of the clties of the Soviet Zome, they would
even less be able to cover the expenses of living in a city. For this
reascon, they try to keep their property by an occasional rale of their few
remaining pleces of Jewelry for another few years. Of course, this idea of
"holding out” is clousely connacted with their hope that one day things will
get betier also in Eastern Cermeny. They hope that Soviet influence will

disappear and a free economy will automatically bring nermal prices into f
Veing-
' 13. Foilowing are some prevailing proces in the Soviet Zone Z;s opposud to the
Federal Republic of Germany7 ; Rast We 2%
“{(in waTks)
1 pair of leather shoes 120 40 i
Butter {one kilogram) 20 6 to T3 )
Rice (infericr quality) {1 kilogres) 260 L |
Qsts (1 kilogram) 106 bR
Noodles {1 kilogram) 2.40 1.60
Coffee (not sold in the Sovier Znone) (1 kilogram) 4o
Tea (bad) (50 grams) 1.38 4o kg
Cecoa (eot sold in Soviet Zone) 8 kg
Genuine pepgper(not sold in Soviet Zone) kO kg
Vegetables (hard to get in Scvici Zone, easily in Western
Germany at varylng prices)
Flour (1 kilogranm) 1.60 .80 ~
Margarine (1 kilogram) 14 2.ko !
Work pants - men 0 25
Work Aress - women 50 20
Fabric for overcoat - men 18 to 30 8 (approx)
Koitting wool {unavails 3. in Joviet Zone) 4o kg
15, A great paxbeaf the food, especially the food under rationing is of inferior
quality. "Textiles and leather goods or substitutes for the latter are al-
wveys of inferior fast outwearing quality.
20. It must not remain unmentioned that some items do not appear at all - for
instance, the importent question of heating fuel. The embankment of the lake,
a partly narrowv and partly wide strip of land, is part of the property and
e
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contning m fairiv lerse sumbar of o cas, some »f vhich are eui: every year. !
" i RYETY Y
] ] from eutting, Lransporiabion, sprattiug arz wostly covered wiibkolt )

ier by giving vart of the wood, or by rendering other services,
Waich the ncuple is eble to fmrnish (a kind of murtual neighborly helyp) .

iailec items are cove

2. Expenses for medicine for maa and animal or other sn

Lv earninma for cerpentsr work

25X1
22 . Regarding incoze from the property, it might be added that income from farm
animals is & cafe one as long as the animals remain healthy ard usable. The
small size of the property is an adventage because no obllgation to deliver
meat is connected with it. This would be the case if there were only a faw
mera square meters of productive area.
23.
25X1

In the Vest
(not in Berlin and the Soviet Zone) money cowld be teken from private ac-

counts in banks and other monetary institutions. The limit wee 300 marks

ver month. Nobody who had savings needed to scll his last belongings 1Y

he had no ecurrent earnings. In Eastern Germany all private accounts arc

still locked today. There are no reports wastacever that allled soldlers

of the West ever waliciously destroyed the fish life of a valudble lake.

Even if thiz had happered, the German owner would have been able to resteck

the lake. According to this the lake would have beenr back to normal end

nobody in the Weat would have asked for impossitle deliveries (in addition

3amage ceused by the oucupation vai: recognized and reimbursed) though nct

by the occupying powers, but by the German euthorities. Connequently after

1950 considersble income from the lake could heve been hai. GQuality fish

command a good price just as befcre the war. .

\ 2),. Taxes in the Weet are the same a: in the East but pensions are muckh higher
than in bz Pest and partially a.~> in Berlim. The sverage iz 50% merc.
The Neubrandemburg property coull have been rebuilt or, at least, sold.
%here heavy private comstruction in the Wast, while the Bast the state is
the oniy dbuilder. In any case, it would have been possible to get rid of
any obligations from this property.

25. Constructicn of the stable from the sale of property would nave beern pos-
sible in the West after 1945 under approximately {he samz conditions as
in the East. Breeding of dogs is still profitable in the West, although
the prices for puppies are no ore guite so high.

26, It had been planned formerly %o convert part of the lake into a beaver farm.
Expenses for the plant are hiil:, i, sc are profits. Credit is available
tn the West in cases like this, iut the couple would not have needed any
‘because they could have uded the money from the sale of their Jjewelry for
this purpose.

-

27. Quality fruit has ite proper price in the West. At this time one kilogram
of good aypler cozts 1.20 marks teo 1.50 marks.

28, Finally, regarding animals, farmers and breeders thnemeelves are intereated to
sell their produscte in the West. ZThey sell and buy, and prices for the nost
part are Jdetermined by aastet corditirny which in itself is sound. Of
course also in the West the lasi war is strongly felt by everybody and
nobody can accumulate sufficient working capital quickly due to the eager-
ness and tenacity of the tax collecting office.

29. Prices of hoge are lower lu the West than in the East, but actusl gains are
higher in the West because Treed dces not cost black market prices. Also
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normal legel trade and not the black market is respongible for supplying !

1nss ghest wnuld)

nails, wire and other repeir material. The gain-and-los ; - |
thercfore, show an entirely differsnt picture. Expenses wouid be lower and o
gains higher.

30, For this reasof  |have put the column "West® (,reen figures in the Germéau
originel) besides the column "East". I shows a nlce ;surplus. Of course, 251
one could lightheartedly dispense with primitive dizcomforte and have

higher expenses again.
31. ‘ "t.his comparison is not just plry, it is intended to show

woy pecple over there hold onk. Hope is too great that one day the Germsu
Ees’ will find contact again with culture and civilization.

32. Note: No gasing are shown frcm the keeping of chickens. This is explaired by
the following:

a) The larger part of the chickens are too young.

b) Eggs cbtained from laying hens are either used in the hcusehold,
given instead of money for help received. Too few are sold for
pPennigs to play & role in the entire financiel plcture.

Assuning that dogs could be bred profitebly in the West, the folliowing would

have to be added:

Expenses: 2870
Preeding of three puppies 130
3020
Income: 4650
Sale of three pupples 740
Bhtn
4 Minus eypenses of 3020
\
Profit 2380
i Assuming and deducting 25% profin taxes 155
Would still leave profit of 1625
(without sele of jewelry)
- epnd -
1
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